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LEADING WITH RED EARTH 
 

 
What does Red Earth do? 
 
Red Earth partners with Traditional Owners in Cape York, Central Australia and Arnhem Land, 
and assists them in hosting groups on their land. Groups spend 10 days doing cultural 
activities, completing a project on a homeland, visiting sacred sites & spending time having a 
yarn with the Traditional Owners of the land. In doing so, they develop a genuine connection 
with the Traditional people and the country they live on. 
 
Red Earth specialises in unique experiences that are not available outside of this setting. We 
foster one-on-one relationships with the Traditional Owners we partner with and are the only 
external group to have access to the homelands we visit. 
 
Red Earth also spends time preparing the groups and our staff for their travel to remote 
Indigenous Australia, and sends trained leaders with the groups to help facilitate the 
experience. 
 
 

 
 

 

What will you be doing as a Leader with Red Earth? 
 
The Red Earth vision sees young people from cities deeply connecting with Traditional 
Owners, on their terms, on their land. We know that careful planning and skilled facilitation are 
needed to make these magical moments happen, and that is where our Red Earth Leaders 
come in. As a leader, you will be the bridge between the school and the Traditional Owners, 
making sure the relationships can grow by ensuring everything else is looked after. This 
includes: 

• Liaising with Traditional Owners to organise activities during the immersion 
• Ensuring all activity equipment is present, so the sessions run seamlessly 
• Providing first aid and emergency support for the group 
• Assisting with the management of food 
• Organising and managing camping equipment 
• Facilitating reflections each day 
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What will you get out of your experience? 
 
You will have the opportunity to get to know Traditional Owners in their own backyard, and 
hear from them first-hand about their culture, history, challenges and the importance of living 
on their country.  
 
Red Earth covers all your immersion costs, and pays staff according to the pay scale outlined 
below. 
 

Role Pay Rate (Per Day or Session) 

Leader in Training $195 

Leader Level 1 – First Lead $280 

Leader Level 2 – Second Lead $305 

Leader Level 3 – Third Lead $315 

Leader Level 4 – Fourth & Subsequent Leads $335 

Pre-Departure Session (Leader ONLY) $120 

 
Red Earth will pay for you to obtain the following qualifications if you do not already hold 
them: 

• Remote First Aid Certificate 
• Relevant Working with Children Checks 
• 3-day Compulsory Training Event (5th-7th March 2021) 
• Bronze Medallion Qualification (Arnhem Land & Cape York ONLY) 
• Operate and Maintain a 4WD Vehicle Certificate 

 

How do you get involved? 
 
To apply for a Leader position with Red Earth in 2021, please complete our Online Expression 
of Interest – http://www.redearth.edu.au/team-application-form/ 
 
Please note that to be a Leader for Red Earth, you must meet the following criteria: 

• Be available for a Zoom or in-person interview in January  
• Be 21 years or older on 1 April 2021 
• Hold a Certificate IV in Outdoor Recreation (or higher) 
• Have a minimum 2-years’ experience working in the outdoor, education or guiding 

industry 
• Be based in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane or Perth (or surrounds) 
• Hold a full manual drivers’ licence 
• Be eligible to get a Working with Children Check 
• Be available to attend the 2021 Training Weekend (5th-7th March) 
• Be available to travel on an immersion in 2021 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is life like on an Immersion? 

Leading on an immersion is not a stroll in the park – it is hot and humid in the places we travel 
to, and the activities we undertake can see us spend hours on our feet, walking and travelling 
to visit sacred sites. Be prepared to be tired at the end of each day. 

 

How long does an immersion last? 

Your immersion will be between 9-13 days, but generally the immersions are 10 days. Before 
the immersion, Red Earth will also organise for you to visit the school or group you are 
travelling with in a Pre-Departure Session, which usually takes place one afternoon.  

 

  
 

Do I need to have experience travelling to Indigenous communities? 

Having visited an indigenous community before can be beneficial but is certainly not essential. 
Red Earth will provide you with training and information about Indigenous Australia before 
you leave, to help prepare you to visit the communities on your immersion. 

 

Can I arrange travel before or after my immersion? 

Yes, if you would like to fly up early or return a little later from your immersion, the Red Earth 
office team can help to organise this for you. If fares are more expensive on your preferred 
travel date or time, all we require is that you pay the difference. 
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What makes a good leader? 

A great Red Earth leader is someone who has strong communication skills, can work well in a 
group/team environment (we often have multiple immersions operating on the grounds at the 
same time), can problem solve well on their feet, and has good attention to detail. 

 

How many staff travel on each immersion? 

You will be the only paid employee on your immersion, assisted by a volunteer and a minimum 
of 2 teachers from the travelling school. In most regions, there is also a Regional Manager who 
operates to assist groups with any problems, and lend a helping hand with projects. 

 

Can I choose which region I work in? 

No, you cannot choose which region you get assigned to. You are welcome to request a specific 
region, however due to calendar constraints, immersions will be offered to leaders based on 
the Red Earth schedule, your location, and any experience you may have in certain regions in 
Australia. We will endeavour to take into account any requests, but cannot guarantee that 
your first preference will be given. 

 

 

 

 


