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VOLUNTEERING WITH RED EARTH 
 
 

 
What does Red Earth do? 
 
Red Earth partners with Traditional Owners in Cape York, Central Australia and Arnhem Land, 
and assists them in hosting groups on their land. Groups spend 10 days doing cultural 
activities, completing a project on a homeland, visiting sacred sites & spending time having a 
yarn with the Traditional Owners of the land. In doing so, they develop a genuine connection 
with the Traditional people and the country they live on. 
 
Red Earth specialises in unique experiences that are not available outside of this setting. We 
foster one-on-one relationships with the Traditional Owners we partner with and are the only 
external group to have access to the homelands we visit. 
 
Red Earth also spends time preparing the groups and our volunteers for their travel to remote 
Indigenous Australia, and sends trained leaders with the groups to help facilitate the 
experience. 
 
 

 
 

 

What will you be doing as a volunteer with Red Earth? 
 
The Red Earth vision extends past connecting groups from cities with groups of Traditional 
Owners in remote Indigenous Australia – Red Earth wants to see as wide variety of people 
from all walks of life experience life in the far reaches of Australia, the way the Traditional 
Owners do. As such, Red Earth is committed to offering our opportunities to paying 
participants, and those with a few extra skills who would like to volunteer their time as well. 
 
As a Red Earth volunteer, you will stay on homelands with Traditional Owners, and spend time 
undertaking cultural & spiritual activities, swimming in waterfalls and getting to know the 
locals. Your role will be to support the leader and the Traditional Owners as needed, and to 
soak up the experience of living in remote Indigenous Australia! 
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What will you get out of your experience? 
 
You will have the opportunity to get to know Traditional Owners in their own backyard, and 
hear from them first-hand about their culture, history, challenges and the importance of living 
on their country.  
 
You will get to visit some of Australia’s most remote communities, with all expenses paid 
including flights. 
 
Red Earth will provide you with all the training and qualifications required to undertake your 
immersion including: 

• Senior First Aid Certificate 
• Relevant Working with Children Checks 
• In-house training in Red Earth policies & procedures 
• Training in how to safely drive a 4WD 

 
At the conclusion of your immersion, Red Earth will also provide you with a formal letter of 
reference to acknowledge your time volunteering with us, upon request. 
 

How do you get involved? 
 
To apply for a volunteer position with Red Earth in 2021, please complete our Online 
Expression of Interest – http://www.redearth.edu.au/team-application-form/ 
 
Please note that to volunteer for Red Earth, you must meet the following criteria: 

• Be available for one of our group interview dates  
• Be 21 years or older on 1 April 2021 
• Be based in Sydney or Melbourne 
• Hold a full manual drivers’ licence 
• Be eligible to get a Volunteers Working with Children Check 
• Be available to travel on an immersion in 2021 

 
 

Group interview dates 
 
Red Earth will be conducting group interviews in Sydney & Melbourne: 

• Monday 18th January – Melbourne 
• Tuesday 19th January – Sydney 
• Wednesday 20th January – Sydney 

 
To be eligible to volunteer in 2021, you must be able to attend a group interview. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is life like on an Immersion? 

Volunteering on an immersion is not a stroll in the park – it is hot and humid in the places we 
travel to, and the activities we undertake can see us spend hours on our feet, walking and 
travelling to visit sacred sites. Be prepared to be tired at the end of each day. 

 

How long does an immersion last? 

Your immersion will be between 9-13 days, but generally the immersions are 10 days. Before 
the immersion, Red Earth will also organise for you to visit the school or group you are 
travelling with in a Pre-Departure Session, which usually takes place one afternoon.  

 

  
 

Do I need to have experience travelling to Indigenous communities? 

Having visited an indigenous community before can be beneficial but is certainly not essential. 
Red Earth will provide you with training and information about Indigenous Australia before 
you leave, to help prepare you to visit the communities on your immersion. 

 

Can I arrange travel before or after my immersion? 

Yes, if you would like to fly up early or return a little later from your immersion, the Red Earth 
office team can help to organise this for you. If fares are more expensive on your preferred 
travel date or time, all we require is that you pay the difference. 
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Do I have to fundraise to participate? 

No, you do not have to raise any funds for the immersion. Your trip will be paid for in full by 
Red Earth. Group members attending the immersion often fundraise for projects, however 
volunteers are not required to be part of this process. 

 

What makes a good volunteer? 

A good volunteer can come from any background so long as they are enthusiastic about seeing 
Indigenous Australia first-hand.  

 

Do I need to have experience in the outdoors? 

Experience in the outdoors is not essential, but basic camping skills are important. We have 
had volunteers from all walks of life come and travel with us, from teachers to doctors, outdoor 
educators to tradies – the best Red Earth volunteers are the ones who come with a ‘get in and 
give it a go’ attitude, regardless of their background! 

 

Can I choose which region I volunteer in? 

No, you cannot choose which region you get assigned to. You are welcome to request a specific 
region or time of year, however due to calendar constraints, immersions will be offered to 
volunteers based on the Red Earth schedule and the volunteers’ location. We will endeavour to 
take into account any requests, but cannot guarantee that your first preference will be given. 
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Testimonials 
 

“Volunteering with Red Earth was a huge privilege. I was able to engage with an ancient and 
ongoing culture, in an environment where community members were passionate about sharing 
their stories and welcoming you on to their land. I cannot recommend this experience highly 
enough.” 

Madison, 26, Volunteer in Cape York 

 
“My experience as a volunteer was grand! I felt appreciated and supported every step of the 
way. Personally, I grew not only as a leader but as an Australian. Overall, the opportunities I 
had with Red Earth would never have been offered to me in any other context. Therefore, if 
you are considering applying to volunteer, I say do it! You’ll never have a chance again to 
experience the beautiful landscapes and strong connections to country and people as you 
would anywhere else in the world.” 

Rocky, 24, Volunteer in Cape York 

 

“Volunteering with Red Earth took me to places that I would have never been able to get to on 
my own. The volunteering experience allowed me a connection with community and a chance 
to build relationships that will last a lifetime. I know I can always go back and be welcomed with 
open arms.” 

Ash, 27, Volunteer in Central Australia 

 

 


