IMMERSION ASSISTANT
INFORMATION PACK
2022

Our mission hasn’t changed since the first immersion in 2011.
To connect people with remote Indigenous Homelands in a safe and
meaningful way, and to provide economic opportunity,
sustainability, and empowerment to those who live there.

What does Red Earth do?
Red Earth partners with Traditional Owners in Cape York, Central Australia, Arnhem Land
and the Top End, and Lake Mungo, and assists them in hosting groups on their land. The
groups that participate in our immersions are predominantly high school students, but we
also work with primary schools, corporate bodies and professional development groups.
Typically, groups spend 10 days doing cultural activities, contributing to a community
project on a homeland, visiting sacred sites & spending time with the Traditional Owners
of the land. In doing so, they develop a genuine connection with the Traditional people and
the country they live on, returning home informed and empowered.
Red Earth specialises in unique experiences that are not available outside of this setting.
We foster one-on-one relationships with Traditional Owners and are the only external
group to have access to the homelands we visit. Red Earth also spends time preparing our
participants and our volunteers for their travel to remote Indigenous Australia, and sends
trained leaders with each group to facilitate the experience.
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What will you be doing as a volunteer Assistant with Red Earth?
Red Earth Assistants play a supporting role in the overall immersion experience. You will
be a positive and active member of your group, aiding the Immersion Leader, and helping
Traditional Owners and participants as needed.
You will be a part of all aspects of immersion life: staying on homelands with Traditional
Owners, participating in cultural & spiritual activities, preparing meals, setting up and
packing down camps, swimming in waterfalls and getting to know the locals by the
campfire.
You will be expected to attend a Red Earth Induction in April or May. Once allocated to an
immersion, you will also have to attend a Pre-Departure event with your immersion group.
This event will be facilitated by the Immersion Leader, and typically takes place within 4
weeks of departure, held on school grounds.
Red Earth’s vision extends beyond connecting groups from cities with Traditional Owners
in remote Indigenous Australia. Red Earth wants to see a wide variety of people, from all
walks, experience life in the far reaches of Australia, the way the Traditional Owners do.
As such, Red Earth is committed to offering our immersion opportunities to paying
participants, as well as to those with a few extra skills and relevant experience who would
like to volunteer their time.
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What makes a great Red Earth volunteer?
Our volunteers bring a variety of experiences and abilities to our immersions. Whilst we
acknowledge that the role of a volunteer does not demand the skills required of our
Immersion Leaders, there are some basic requirements we expect:
●
●
●
●
●

Positive role model - We value those who lead by example.
‘Ready to help’ - Ready to support your Leader and group at all times.
Adaptable and flexible - Leave behind your ego, but pack an open-mind.
Self-sufficient, responsible and trustworthy - Because safety is very important to us.
Sense of adventure and fun - Comfortable in the outdoors and able to appreciate our
immersions as once-in-a-lifetime experiences.

Please note that to volunteer for Red Earth, you must also meet the following criteria:
● Be 21 years or older by 1 April 2022
● Hold a full manual drivers licence and be comfortable driving on unsealed roads
● Hold or be willing to obtain at least a Senior First Aid (HLTAID011 - Provide First
Aid) and CPR (HLTAID009 - Provide CPR) certification
● Be eligible to obtain a volunteer’s Working with Children Check
● Be fully vaccinated for COVID-19, before the departure of your allocated
immersion
● Be able to travel on an immersion in 2022
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What will you get out of the experience?
You will have the opportunity to get to know Traditional Owners in their own backyard,
and hear from them firsthand about their culture, history, challenges and the importance
of living on their country. You will get to visit some of Australia’s most remote
communities, with all expenses paid including flights. You will play a part in connecting our
youngest citizens and future leaders with the contemporary narrative of Indigenous
Australians, and furthering our march towards reconciliation.
Except for first aid certification, Red Earth will provide you with the training and
qualifications required to undertake your immersion including:
● Relevant Working with Children Checks
● Professional development and training on Red Earth policies & procedures
● Training on how to safely drive a 4WD and work with trailers
At the conclusion of your immersion, Red Earth will also provide you with a formal letter
of reference to acknowledge your time volunteering with us, upon request.
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How do you get involved?

To apply for a volunteer position with Red Earth in 2021, please complete our Team
Application Form: http://www.redearth.edu.au/team-application-form/

Group Interviews 2022
Red Earth will be inviting selected applicants to attend a group interview in Sydney,
Melbourne or Brisbane:
● Monday, 21 February 2022 - Sydney
● Tuesday, 22 February 2022 - Brisbane
● Wednesday, 23 February 2022 - Melbourne

Red Earth Induction Events 2022
Our all-day training will take place on the following dates. Successful candidates will have
to attend one of the below:
● Saturday, 30 April 2022 - Sydney
● Saturday, 14 May 2022 - Brisbane
● Saturday, 28 May 2022 - Melbourne
All events will be compliant with any COVID restrictions or health orders at the time.
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Immersion dates 2022
The majority of Red Earth’s immersions take place during the school holiday periods, with
most occurring in the winter (June-July) and spring (September-October) breaks.
Because of the interruptions presented by COVID-19 in 2020 and 2021, there are a
number of previously selected volunteers that will be kept in mind for 2022 immersions.

Looking ahead
Below is a timeline of events, to give you an idea of the steps between applying for a
volunteer position, and heading off on your immersion.
When

What

August 2021

2022 applications for Immersion Assistants open

February 2022

Close of 2022 Immersion Assistant applications

Early March 2022

Selected applicants attend group interviews

Mid March 2022

Successful applicants notified

End of March 2022

All Assistants allocated to their 2022 Immersion

April to May 2022

Internal training and induction with Red Earth
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is life like on an immersion?
Volunteering on an immersion is not a stroll in the park – it is hot and humid in the places
we travel to, and the activities we undertake can see us spend hours on our feet. We
prepare most, if not all, of our meals and move camp up to 4 times during the itinerary.
There are long travel days, and some itineraries include hiking to visit sacred sites and
explore the surroundings. Not to mention there is plenty of activity with the locals,
including sports, dancing and looking for bush tucker. Be prepared to be tired at the end of
each day.

How long does an immersion last?
Your immersion will be between 9-13 days, but generally the immersions are 10 days. Our
Leader and Volunteer will be on the ground 2-3 days before their participants to prepare
for the immersion. Similarly, there will be one ‘close’ day at the end, to pack down ready for
the next group. Before the immersion,
Red Earth will also organise for you to visit the school or group you are travelling with at a
Pre-Departure Session, which usually takes place one afternoon within the 4 weeks
leading up to departure.

Do I need to have experience travelling to or working within Indigenous
communities?
Having visited an Indigenous community before can be beneficial but is certainly not
essential. Red Earth will provide you with training and information about Indigenous
Australia before you leave, to help prepare you to visit the communities on your
immersion.

Can I arrange travel before or after my immersion?
Yes, if you would like to fly up early or return a little later from your immersion, the Red
Earth office team can help to organise this for you. If fares are more expensive on your
preferred travel date or time, all we require is that you pay the difference.
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Do I have to fundraise to participate?
No, you do not have to raise any funds for the immersion. Your trip will be paid for in full by
Red Earth. Group members attending the immersion often fundraise for projects,
however volunteers are not required to be part of this process.

Do I need to have experience in the outdoors?
Professional working experience in the outdoors is not essential, but basic camping skills
and a level of comfort in the elements are important. We have had volunteers from all
walks of life come and travel with us, from teachers to doctors, outdoor educators to
tradies – the best Red Earth volunteers are the ones who come with a ‘get in and give it a
go’ attitude, regardless of their background!

Can I choose which region I volunteer in?
No, you cannot choose which region you get assigned to. You are welcome to request a
specific region or time of year, however due to calendar constraints, immersions will be
offered to volunteers based on the Red Earth schedule and the volunteers’ location. We
will endeavour to take into account any requests, but cannot guarantee that your first
preference will be given.
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What past volunteers have said
“While on a Red Earth immersion, you will be busy, maybe busier than you’ve ever been.
And then you will be stopped in your tracks by a simple magical moment. It might be
witnessing a young student and a Traditional Owner having a yarn, or someone on the
cooking team having a breakthrough moment during dinner prep, or simply looking up at
the stars during a group reflection. These small moments were so big for me and will stay
with me.”
Ally, Cape York in 2021

“Precious moments with incredible people. Hard work for an important cause. Amazing
experiences that will never be forgotten.”
Kieran, Cape York in 2021

“My immersion was very enjoyable and introduced me to an incredibly rich cultural
experience within the Indigenous community. Having the ability to visit these
communities and develop a greater appreciation of Indigenous culture is something I
believe everyone needs to experience. Red Earth provided an amazing and unique
opportunity which has enriched my life for the better.”
Madison, Central Australia in 2021

“I found the whole immersion deeply rewarding on so many levels. I found the locations
themselves simply stunning and reason enough to go. But it was the connections with the
Indigenous people and the shift in mindset that will really stay with me. When recounting
the trip to people I speak to these two things with the most reverence and passion.”
Peter, Cape York in 2021
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